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Healthy or Else

Zack feels his transportation card vibrating in his pocket, and walks carefully through the crowded bus, as it
pulls into his stop. He steps out of the bus and glances up the hill, unaware of vague feelings of dissent. His
house is near the top of the hill, the bus goes right past it and there is a stop half a block from his front door,
but government regulations decree that every citizen must walk a minimum of ten blocks every day. Like
everyone else, his transportation card is programmed to notify him to get off the bus four blocks from home;
failure to comply is transmitted automatically and results in the issuance of a substantial fine. He no longer
owns a car; the fees for driving in Vancouver are prohibitively expensive.

He feels a chill wind blowing off the inlet, zips up his coat, and looks up at a threatening November sky. Az
least it's not raining yet. The bus pulls back onto the road and drives up the hill. He starts trudging uphill after
it. It is a steep grade, and he is getting to the age where he feels the effort. It starts to drizzle and is raining
hard by the time he turns into his abandoned driveway. Zack sees his six-year-old daughter sitting on the
steps, looking up at the front door. Why is Ashley outside in this rotten weather?

He walks up the stairs, and doesn't need to see his daughter's face to know she is crying. He instinctively picks
her up. She burrows into his arms. "What's wrong, Ashley?"

"When is Mommy coming home Daddy?"



