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PROLOGUE.

The present century has seen the rise and development of many towns in various parts of the country, and
among them Birmingham is entitled to take a front place. If Thomas Attwood or George Frederick Muntz
could now revisit the town they once represented in Parliament they would probably stare with amazement at
the changes that have taken place in Birmingham, and would require a guide to show them their way about the
town--now a city--they once knew so well. The material history of Birmingham was for a series of years a
story of steady progress and prosperity, but of late years the city has in a political, social, and municipal sense
advanced by leaps and bounds. It is no longer "Brummagem" or the "Hardware Village," it is now recognised
as the centre of activity and influence in Mid-England; it is the Mecca of surrounding populous districts, that



