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Abstract

The present study attempts to analyze stress patterns of Iragi Arabic, particularly, Hity
Arabic, an accent spoken in Hit town 175 k.m. to the south west of Baghdad. The study
is specifically concerned with the assignment of primary stress at the word level within
the recent manifestation of metrical approach outlined in Hayes (1995).According to
metrical framework, stress is a hierarchy of rhythmic patterns in which one syllable
scores relative prominence with relation to an adjacent one. Metrical stress theory
assumes that generating the correct stress patterns should be done taking syllable
guantity, foot inventory, directionality and extrametricallity into consideration. The
study assumes that metrical approach succeeds in predicting both primary and
secondary stress patterns in Iragi Arabic in a straightforward fashion.
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1-Introduction

The study is an endeavor to examine the phonological aspects of stress patterns of
an Iragi variant spoken in a town called Hit, (HIA, henceforth) within the framework of
metrical phonology outlined by Hayes (1995). The study will also refer to stress patterns
of Standard English where necessary as this study is not intended to be a contrastive
study of stress patterns in both Arabic and English.

The study will investigate the syllable patterns of lexical words of no more than four
syllables to show their integral role in locating stress. The study will try to investigate
the metrical structure in HIA as it is an essential step towards studying metrical stress
patterns. The study will show the way primary stress is assigned to lexical words in
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