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And here | must admit that I learned very little of drains
and bells and modes of conveyance, and the like conveniences,
during my time in this real future. In some of these visions of
Utopias and coming times which I have read, there is a vast
amount of detail about building, and social arrangements, and
so forth. But while such details are easy enough to obtain when
the whole world is contained in one’s imagination, they are
altogether inaccessible to a real traveller amid such realities as
I found here. Conceive the tale of London which a negro,
fresh from Central Africa, would take back to his tribe! What
would he know of railway companies, of social movements, of
telephone and telegraph wires, of the Parcels Delivery Com-
pany, and postal orders and the like? Yet we, at least, should
be willing enough to explain these things to him! And even of
what he knew, how much could he make his untravelled {riend
either apprehend or believe? Then, think how narrow the gap
between a negro and a white man of our own times, and how
wide the interval between myself and these of the Golden Age!
I was sensible of much which was unseen, and which contrib-
uted to my comfort; but, save for a general impression of au-
tomatic organization, I fear I can convey very little of the
difference to your mind.
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