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I am always very well pleased with a country Sunday, and
think, if keeping holy the seventh day were only a human in-
stitution, it would be the best method that could have beeny
thought of for the polishing and civilizing of mankind. It is
certain the country people would soon degenerate into a kind
of savages and barbarians, were there not such frequent
returns of a stated time, in which the whole village meet to-
gether with their best faces, and in their cleanliest habits, to
converse with one another upon indifferent subjects, hear
their duties explained to them, and join together in adoration
of the Supreme Being. Sunday clears away the rest of the
whole week, not only as it refreshes in their minds the notions
of religion, but as it puts both the sexes upon appearing in
their most agreeable forms, and exerting all such qualities as
are apt to give them a figure in the eye of the village. A coun-
try fellow distinguishes himself as much in the churchyard as
a citizen does upon the ’Change, the whole parish politics being
generally discussed in that place either after sermon or before
the bell rings.
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