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8 ~- THE AL-AZITAR UNIVERSITY

Al-Azhar E| Sharif is regarded as the oldest Islamic
University in the whole world. It stands in the heart of
Cairo. Jauhar Es-Sekelly, the slave of the Fatemite Caliph,
Al Muéz Lidine-illah Al Fatemy laid its foundation in
359 Hijri and completed it in 361 Hijri. At present the
total number of students is roughly 13,000 and there are
about 250 professors and teachers. The running expenses
amount to 350,000 Egyptian pounds. The total number of
its foreign Muslim students is approximately as follows:

130 from the Sudan, 128 from Syria, 6 from Irak, 48
from Arabia proper, 130 from Kurdistan, 73 fom Turkey,
35 from Ethiopia, 16 from Nigeria, 8 from India, 8 from
Afghanistan, 168 from North Africa, 65 from Java and 25
from China.

Its students receive instruction in Arabic, theology geog-
raphy, mathematics, astronomy, engineering, physics, the
English language and some other Oriental languages as Per-
sian and Urdu.
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