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The Manifesto is a product of many minds. It was designed to represent a developing point of view, not a new
creed. The individuals whose signatures appear would, had they been writing individual statements, have
stated the propositions in differing terms. The importance of the document is that more than thirty men have
come to general agreement on matters of final concern and that these men are undoubtedly representative of a
large number who are forging a new philosophy out of the materials of the modern world.

-- Raymond B. Bragg (1933)

The time has come for widespread recognition of the radical changes in religious beliefs throughout the
modern world. The time is past for mere revision of traditional attitudes. Science and economic change have
disrupted the old beliefs. Religions the world over are under the necessity of coming to terms with new
conditions created by a vastly increased knowledge and experience. In every field of human activity, the vital
movement is now in the direction of a candid and explicit humanism. In order that religious humanism may be
better understood we, the undersigned, desire to make certain affirmations which we believe the facts of our
contemporary life demonstrate.

There is great danger of a final, and we believe fatal, identification of the word religion with doctrines and
methods which have lost their significance and which are powerless to solve the problem of human living in
the Twentieth Century. Religions have always been means for realizing the highest values of life. Their end
has been accomplished through the interpretation of the total environing situation (theology or world view),
the sense of values resulting therefrom (goal or ideal), and the technique (cult), established for realizing the
satisfactory life. A change in any of these factors results in alteration of the outward forms of religion. This
fact explains the changefulness of religions through the centuries. But through all changes religion itself
remains constant in its quest for abiding values, an inseparable feature of human life.



