e A BOOGK-LOVIR

Tom Orgreave, with the gestures of a precisian, drew a
bunch of keys from his pocket, and unlocked a rosewood book-
case that stood between the two windows. Jimmie winked to
Johnnie, and included Edwin in the fellowship of the wink,
which meant that Tom was more comic than Tom thought,
with his locked bookcases and his simple vanities of a collector.
Tom collected books. As Edwin gazed at the bookcase he per-
ceived that it was filled mainly with rich bindings. And
suddenly all his own book-buying seemed to him petty and
pitiful. He saw books in a new aspect. He had need of no in-
struction, of no explanation. The amorous care with which
Tom drew a volume from the bookcase was enough in itself to
enlighten Edwin completely. He saw that a book might he
more than reading matter, might be a bibelot, a curious jewel,
to satisfy the lust of the eye and of the hand. He instantly con-
demned his own few books as being naught; he was ashamed
of them. Each book in that bookcase was a separate treasure.
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