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Catherine was fond of all boys’ plays, and greatly preferred
cricket, not merely to dolls, but to the more heroic enjoyments
of infancy, nursing a dormouse, feeding a canary-bird, or
watering a rose-bush...

She never could learn or understand anything before she
was taught...

Her mother wished her to learn music; and Catherine was
sure she should like it, for she was fond of tinkling the keys of
the old spinnet; so, at eight years old she began. She learnt
a year, and could not bear it; and Mrs. Morland, who did not
insist on her daughters being accomplished in spite of incapac-
ity or distate, allowed her to leave off... Her taste for drawing
was not superior; though whenever she could obtain the out-
side of a letter from her mother, or seize upon any other piece
of paper, she did what she could in that way, by drawing
houses and trees, hens and chickens, all very much like one
another.

What a strange character! for she had neither a bad heart
nor a bad temper. '

d. Austen
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