15 - W OLD MAN AND THRK SEA

On this circle the old man could see the fish’s eye and the
two grey sucking fish that swam around him. Sometimes they
attached themselves to him. Sometimes they darted off. Some-
times they would swim easily in his shadow. They were each
over three feet long and when they swam fast they lashed
their whole bodies like eels.

The old man was sweating now but {rom something else
besides the sun. On cach calm placid turn the fish made he
was gaining line and he was sure that in two turns more he
would have a chance to get the harpoon in.

But I maust get him close, close, ¢close, he thought. I mustn’t
try for the head. I must get the heart.

‘Be calm and strong, old man,’ he said.

On the next circle the fish’s back was out but he was a
little too far from the boat. On the next circle he was still too
far away but he was higher out of water and the old man was
sure that by gaining some more line he could have him along-

side.
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