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The real dangers of the American mode of life are not in
the machine or even in standardization as much as they are in
conformism. The dangers do not flow from the contrivances
that men have fashioned to lighten their burdens, or from the
material abundance which, if anything, should make a richer
cultural life possible. They flow rather from the mimesis of
the dominant and successful by the weak and mediocre, from
the intolerance of diversity, and from the fear of being thought
different from one’s fellows. This is the essence of confor-

mism.

It would be hard to make the connection between technol-
ogy and conformism, unless one argues that men fashion their
minds in the image of their surroundings, and that in a society
of automatism, human beings themselves will become autom-
atons...

...It has been suggested that the American, like the Faus-
tian, made a bargain with the Big Technology: a bargain to
transform his ways of life and thought in the image of the
machine, in return for the range of power and riches the ma-
chine would bring within his reach. It is a fine allegory. But
truer than the Faustian bargain, with its connotations of the
sale af one’s soul to the Devil, is the image of Prometheus
stealing fire from the gods in order to light a path of progress
for men. The path is not yet clear, nor the meaning of pro-
gress, nor where it is leading : but the bold intent and the secu-
lar daring have all become part of the Amerian experience.
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