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I have no wish whatever to disparage a classical educa-
tion... I am firmly persuaded that the Greeks fully deserve all
the admiration that is bestowed upon them, and that it is a
very great and serious loss to be unacquainted with their writ-
ings...

One defect, however, does seem inherent in a purely
classical education—namely, a too exclusive emphasis on the
past. By the study of what is absolutely ended and can never
be renewed, a habit of criticism towards the present and the
future is engendered. The qualities in which the present excels
are qualities to which the study of the past does not direct at-
tention, and to which, therefore, the student of Greek civili-
zation may easily become blind. In what is new and growing
there is apt to be something crude, insolent, even a little vulgar,
which is shocking to the man of sensitive taste; quivering from
the rough contact, he retires to the trim gardens of a polished
past, forgetting that they were reclaimed from the wilderness
by men as rough and earth-soiled as those from whom he
shrinks in his own day. The habit of being unable to recognize
merit until it is dead is too apt to be the result of a purely
bookish life, and a culture based wholly on the past will seldom
be able to pierce through everyday surroundings to the essen-
tial splendour of contemporary things, or to the hope of still
greater splendour in the future.
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