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Thanks to Freud and modern psychology in general, we
are now beginning to understand how the self-assertive im-
pulses of the child may be frustrated and repressed in such a
way as to drive them underground. There, in the stubcon-
scious, they may persist in the form of crude urges to aggres-
sion and cruelty, which are all the more dangerous for not
being consciously recognized.

To prevent the accumulation of this store of psychologi-
cal dynamite and to find ways in which our self-assertive
impulses can issue along conscious and constructive channels
is a big job. It means a better structure of social and family
life, one which does not inflict such frustrations on the grow-
ing human personality; it means a new approach to educa-
tion; it means providing outlets in the form of physical or
mental adventure for the impulses which would otherwise be
unused even if not repressed. It is a difficult task: but by
no means an impossible one.
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