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“Muhammad seems to have remained a bachelor for longer than was usual
among his people. The reason for this was probably poverty. He asked, It is
said, Abu Talib for the hand of his cousin Umm Hani. Marriages between cous-
ins were approved of in Beduin society ; but the suitor was rejected probably in
favour of a more illustrious rival. Long afterwards Umm Hani, then widowed,
would have been glad to have her cousin renew his offer, but Muhammad was
no longer inclined; they remained, however on a good terms. He was sleeping in
Umm Hani's the night he made his nocturnal voyage to heaven'.(p49)
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