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�́�$�E+�R]6�$����>��h�G�̂א����F��C�Ŵz��#א��Lא��I#א�F����V¯���4��&<א�CV

pZZZ�"ZZZZZL�)� 5ZZZZZZZV�̂��&#א� CZZZZZZ��¦�� ،RZZZZZZZ)iא� £ZZZZZZZZ����&#א� jא�ZZZZZ��VZZZZZZZ��
Fobjectifs d' apprentissageE �z��#אg�
��9,�א#&�����l��8$��א���[��Iא�K

����w����A��+�_
O�G�̂�&א�������VMא>����k�Hא��AF7EK�����Mא�&A.א����Iא��~�����
���y� ،���AI�#א� �א#̂�[� G�̂��� G�� IL̂��� EaA� ،�V�̂�&א�� ~�V�� ��$���D� ��AI�� ���
�� L�[��c]#א�~��Kא#&��א���c6��&#א��،�I�9א��� $&�E�VŴu	�א#"������,�א#"Iא|�

�#[6!��fI���v�k�� �Gא#�I<$���א���> �$��>�Xא#�w~��א�9&�°؛ �����I$Ipא،���
�G)>��N&L؛�����U�#א�G &�0�!�K�����Fא��
����E�W$���y��،����V&/א��� ��
�d���&<א�� j��א��� R"̂��� F�� ،G�̂��&�#� �]�=� G �Ŵz�� ��א#&�6�<_، KV��#� aA<א�
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The Summary: The Algerian speech is one of the Arabic dialects 
witnessed changes for reasons including: the existence of Tamazight 
language as a native language in the region, and the succession of 
several kingdoms in the regions such as: U.A.E in the East (the 
Hilalians and the Hafsids) and the Barbarians princedoms in the West 
(the Almoravids and the zayanians), and its join to the Islamic 
Ottoman Empire and the French colonization.� 

The Algerian dialect varies from one region to another, it is an 
easy dialect to understand in the East close to the Tunisian dialect, and 
difficult to understand in the West close to the dialect of Morocco, and 
we found it moderate in the Middle. 

The closer Algerian dialects to Arabic are the current dialects in 
the country sides and in the South including the tone of Hodna region 
(M'sila state). 

And from the reasons that led me to dive into this subject is the 
great number of common vocabulary in various domains of social, 
cultural, and religious life which roots back to classical Arabic, also 
the lack of studies in the domain of Algerian dialects. 

The main objectives of this study are : showing that the Hodna 
dialect is a natural extension to classical Arabic in its words, structures, 
implications, constructions, syllables, voices, or in some of these 
respects .and it is not unrestricted departure about it ,as this departure is 
partial resulted of certain circumstances can not be controlled. 

� �� �� �� �
���,����,����,����,�WWWW � �א��0�,9/.-,� t�=�N�0א��uh#א��  �\Fא]K.̂������R��u��#א�� +
��

�
�!N*O3א���	א�-#����b+��v
�N�0،�א���K��w3�B!���:,���,-./א��b�!J
x(אyJ� 6�w�א��� :�
��Nf�
� �א�� �3א�N-+=א� ��N#LN2א� �א�� �א%�!	� S�� Vw
���

3z#D���.��S��9��0��,-./א�jcC��$�82]=א�S��i�C8�3א
�+*�����jc�iא�}
� �,-.�� t�=�(� X�=� 5[�
�� ��3�|� R�\Fא]K.̂��=��k�3� [B#א�� �7�#�����N	!��

�=�N����0��1=�א��sאt�S��O�� +o��O��$�3.-�{�א��=א�،
��א�+��eא���~�����א



 ������ �	
��                                                                        ��
���� �������� ���)07(  

 

159 
 

�V	�7��� �1�sא� �	Jא
�א�' ��!L3א�� 
א0w+#-א�� �b+א�� :�
� i
�Nא�� MBQ
\Fא]K.̂8o2���K� �

������������� J� J� J� J=��>א<��=א<��=א<��=א����\̂Fא�0/.-,��א
��	�_L̀א/_���.��K.̂��3[אK]K]K]K.̂̂.̂.̂.��������WWWW����� ��,-.��\F[א�'
א�0/.-,��אF̂\א�'
א�0/.-,��אF̂\א�'
א�0/.-,��אF̂\א�'
(�	�=�(3� ��
@�3� �	Jא
'*� 5��3�  Bo@�،א���>�v
�Nא�� Sop�O3��� 3[

�
Q%א� 
2n� �א/_، �,-.!JL̀_�	��3\Fא� V	�7�]K.̂��!���*� 
א0w+#-א�� �!��b+�� �
Jא
'*��!	�7�� �-$+N�	�!���W�M�!@�0�8א�N3א��،hDא�א�
��0�Kא�.+"� �

V$א�"
�̂.K[אF\��3,�����{�א��Lא��+���Np�Zc�8א�+א$��א��Lא��:�
��]#�̂��
!̂����F�/אL̀_�	��NI+o(��N	�#*��N�L�$����"+.�א�R��M�!@א��S���N3א������

��=3��0�e�
א�M�#*����F1E��!��WZ3א�#&hD3א����Nא��W��%א�K� �
n� ��	#�� lE�.!2� �.̂]K\Fא� 
�{(3Z�5�	!N�� ��	1+DQ3� �����

�R���E(
��א~�*#�����M�!@3א��?

�����Xא%���1800~�،�W	�S����-א�@�
���Fא�  �#̂	�̀� M�#�� Z3א
hD3א�� ��Nא�F2E3� �א%_3[̂=א�، M�#*� ?
�א�@ S��3�M�#*
� ��� ��� ��+�
� �yא�3� �א�� ]6_��_�+��800�~�� R�1100~3� ،�M�#*� �א�.+" S�

��I� [O3�� M�#*3� 5[��$+�� [3���R�� �E(
�א���) 81600~� ،�8$BLא�� jc����3
�	#�Lא��x,��.���.KFא�Xf�lE�.���,��Kא�#�	�� �

3�3��8	L/�2!��א�R��6L.(א������	L/א��.������J��.KF1!��א�
����
����Lא�� j�	/א� �����F3E� �א���، �	��א��=�Zא/� [��(3� 5
J+�� �-#(
�� �	!LNא�� jc�3

� c.�� �א/.-,� ���� �N!N(t�=�Nא�� S�� �p�7��אyJ� ،����,�� ��[+*3� S
� H�(3א���
[3�Lא�� 0� 5�Lא�� �	I��3
�א� �p�,א�� �א���= ،j�	/א� �73.+א� ،�v3א%�+א

]6D̂_,א�� Z[2+א� �3א�L+א�7 ���א3%] :�
� �
+b+/א� �,L��� �DD�/א� ،�Z[33א
 �!̂�,\��،V]hא����Z[33א�،� �!̂��$̂�Z[33אK� �



 ������ �	
��                                                                        ��
���� �������� ���)07(  

 

160 
 

�3�.$�R����L	$�(�t�=�(�[+���541~F4EV$��3 �א
(א����،�
.�������{�א�
�I�.	N$+*��FZabi Justhanian��E� א��i
�.��א/L	���א�
I��3	��א���)����:�


�	̂,̀��]	�@�̂���̂]
_��Z
o#א����J

��!2��_,��]	�@�̂�3�F5E��K� �
3� �.$�R�� ��L	$�(� t�=�(� �*
�� S���Q=�/א� S�315� ��� J927�~�F6E��


�]��.�����א%�����.
&��6D̂_,א��Z[3א��J���:�
�V$�,א��+����!��E�����3،�א�
�!|�xא��R���#LI����.2�R	����xN"�א�,��	���������C�8�*�W�#LI،�3א�!�

V$�,��3"�א%�+=،������א��،�	�!
�mI�23F7E��vא
w%���	L/א��.������.��5[�
�
���
oL
�y$�3F8EKא)	�	� �
��]א3 5��+2���	L/א� �.�����
�k��,���.$� 5�	!N�� ��
@�3� �	Jא
'*3� ��=
1884�~�5�����א���=�3���m]���א��=�!�N$Oא<]א=�5א�S��=א
,�K� �

�����,�� "
w� "+.*� �	�
�א�' �.KFא� 0� �,(� mh#1�� ��	L/א� ����#J
�.	-.L7�،��
	L:�א��S��،�����Nא�.+"��+$��]�������W5]א=�Z�	$�"
�S�3א�'

،
��o_�،�� �3א/b��̂	���Sא�@!��Mא�̀#	�3#̂/,�����א��א�
�̂�?
���S�3�،���Lא�@
����=�,(W362.461��=�No�K� �

�6D(3��	��!@א���.KFא�M�#*�S���#.(���[3�� 5�����!L,����	L/א������3
���� �.KFא�Xf�0�"+.�א�+א�0����$א� �b��� [O3���

��bא=�� �-,(�  �

=+D.��[O3��M+�$3�،V��3�jcא�����:�
��IB	$���
92�3���=�א�L.��3א]��א3%]
�.KFא� �,-.��������
g�V���HN���Zc�6א�D,א��،�V$א� x	�
�}�-�� �23


��3Zא]hLא��F9EK� �
�"�"�"�"–���������.KFא��,-.�� �o$�.KFא��,-.�� �o$�.KFא��,-.�� �o$�.KFא��,-.�� �o$����WWWW�������
��Sא�B�� �o$� ��m��9]�א/'
"�א��

�E�N���OB$�S��S��7
�S�� 3א��H
�.��o@(�3+א��#N����.*��،�S!b�m�,NIא
yJ�0�5���
��3
א�����
@����*+��I�	�������2���
D��=c�N���א��)�=�	��

5���
� ������ 

J+א� ،�	#	���23� ،M+N	�3א� ،
�Hא�� ،�	(�I��33א� ،����א%��(



 ������ �	
��                                                                        ��
���� �������� ���)07(  

 

161 
 


�:�DQ+1	��א��oL �א�1%	��m{J�����	!L(���3�،�xLEI�m7+�0א��m�[3
89�� ��	Qא��� 
�א��.�1 �
�-N$א� ~�
� :�
� W ��3
�3א� ،�=��DIOא� Mא�I+א�

V���F1 0EK� �
.��m.o$3��
!N$א���א�M+N	�א�
1�.
� �3א�KC"�א���	� �.KFא� �,-

1
�א��	#	���0א��7%	�V،��03א�J3�8,.N{�א�}
�i3א/.�Q	��3א�-#	�	��.
��
,N$א
F1א�@!��	� 1EK� �

��.KFא� ��	J� ���"+�Lא�� }��.���I��3
�א� VoFא�MBQ�m�+�� �!2
��I��3
��S��SאbO-��]�א�=�Eא��
�Hא��"+�@�������R�K� �

BQ3��B$>א� zNEא�� M� ،�!��Eא�� ��0א���� ��	L/א� �.����W	$�(� 8#73��
 B!2+.��8��SoL(�mI�2F1א/.-,���#7 2E�3א��I=�3x(�1�3=אx(א��F1 3EK� �

�א/.-,�� ��(��f� �א�� �	#�c/א� ��

אD3א�� �	�=�Nא�� �� ��א�  �23
�E�N������Y�0א�V��,.(3� �oLא��=�@NI3=��0א[�r=א+s3"�א
��MBQ�،�n�



���f3א/3�mI+2��	�

�M+1��S����
�¡���	L/א��.����R����J����!����א
��	#�w����J[�Zcא����BCא�T��
�א����
@
�Z[�Fא� 
��Sא�.�TDא��S���I�9א�,


א=E�3א����	�BCא�"
�����r���IOא�R�������	א��� �oL�3א��M�#�א�R���+א���
=3

�+א�������� ��8#7�V�N�+��:�
�k�Eh���m7+א�F1 4E�K� �

�8��� S��  +oN�� ��	L/א� �,-.�� �!Ng� z#1�� �I�!9א��� VoFא� MBQ3
�	�

�M+1��S�� 3=�h.��S�cא���.����3א/�
�
��،��wא
oא��S�3א��+I+o(�S�cא�

�	2yא�� 5yEא�� MBQ،���-�L3א�� 53
�3א�9 �I�o/א� 0� 5�	!N�� �¢J� I+23+א
�LI
Eא��MBN�Oא����w�R���א)�	N�O33א�،mא�)������B��+�.���cא����lא����R


�:��n;�א81%�M�(������8!��£א
�¤��،��89��W5=�7א����R�����1���Npא%)
Z���،�2
(�KKK� �



 ������ �	
��                                                                        ��
���� �������� ���)07(  

 

162 
 

�R�� VL,.	J� ��	L/א� ������ }��.�� �7���  +o�� Zcא�� T�
�א� 8��� ���3
�b���[O3���

��!�3��,-./����f

�V�%��I+o/א�"+�Lא�� �o$�3��



rא=[�[O3�3�،�o$M�#�א� ��w+I3�M�#*�V	��7��0��	���O3]��3א��=�����3��3א�#�
i+�Q�3�@א�
sאK� �

=3c*�  �� R�� ���L/א� 3�� �	�E@א�� ����א�
3א V{��� &@(3�3�jc�� M+1�

א�!Fא� �	7�Lא�� S�� S����א��� ��)��Fא� "
�א�� R�� �N�� �3
3א]�3�Zא��

6�cא�F1 5E�K� �
rrrr� J� J� J� J������ �	J
Dא�� 
��א�}+א� �	J
Dא�� 
��א�}+א� �	J
Dא�� 
��א�}+א� �	J
Dא�� 
�אKF.�א�}+א� �����.KFא� �����.KFא� �����.KFא� ����WWWW����V��� Sא�����	J
Dא�� 
}+א�

F�	(+Dא�� E���� )�N�� �א�hDE:�א��'��א�� �	�
��3א�� ��=��¥� W!�I� ����Cא�� 0
�.KFא�WM3א<��א�،~�w[>3א�،MB
�Kא�.�mh،�3א�,��6א/�I�o،�3א< �
1� J� J� J� J����5
��k5
��k5
��k5
��k����Mא<��אMא<��אMא<��אMא<��אWWWW�� �


Q¥�i
��  �o��i
�� 8�*� +�� Mא<��א{��i
��� 
��$� :�
� �א<�,�� ��
�!�oא�F1 6EK�3$א�x§I����K���i§
��
Q¥�i
�� �o��i
��Mא�#N،��5=3
b��§����

3�I�LhN$3���.1א����F1 7EK�3Mא��¨����
��.§	���i3
�[̂x�+,�� �L�6��1א�����W�
F3i3
��M�#א�W�5�!Cא،�T�%،3א���	3א�+א3،�33א�� ،V	/33א�.+ �،א� ،��Nא����

*n��3���.��mא��b	���mE	���א��3�L،א�	�3V،א�cא�3M،א��א�3M،א�-��3Q��~Bא�
��]�35،א�	�3Vא��א�3M-��א�)� i3
�� mI�2EF1 8EK�3���L(� V�K��� �.
� ��

5=�#
����!Y�i3
��F��	�+�������EF1 9EK� �
��§	(+Dא�� �א�+��א� 0� VN(� �א�� �	(+Dא�� �Iא�,+א� 6L�� Mא<��א� ���3

��=3�Y����K� �
O§3�O§3�O§3�O§3��W�W�W�WWI��Nא�� +I�7WI��Nא�� +I�7WI��Nא�� +I�7WI��Nא�� +I�7WWWW����3r

�0��Jא/�Fא�?�E§(א�x���D,�3�،�0��!�JBNQא
��ED���2،א�B9�� �3א�-�� M�3א� �א���، �	(+Dא�� 
א�§	'Nא�� S�� ��¡� ���� �!	J

 +I�,א�א�cC��KU��.KFא���C�0�K� �



 ������ �	
��                                                                        ��
���� �������� ���)07(  

 

163 
 

�����������&EDא���א1%+א����Mא<��א�����&EDא���א1%+א����Mא<��א�����&EDא���א1%+א����Mא<��א�����&EDא���א1%+א����Mא<��א��FFFF�����Lא��Lא��Lא��L����3333א�[�Dא�[�Dא�[�Dא�[�Dא�����Zא��3����WEWEWEWEא��א3Zא��א3Zא��א3Zא� �� �� �� �
� J� J� J� J�������(א [�Dא�� Mא������(א [�Dא�� Mא������(א [�Dא�� Mא������(א [�Dא�� Mא���� W� W� W� W3Mא<��א� ��cא ��9��� S�W��!�2�F�])[̂]~�E����1�W�

F1̂�̂~̂KE��!�23F�7̀]�[̀]
�E����1�F7̀]D�̀
�KE�3� �!�2F�̂]��[]=3E�� ���1�F�̂]D��=3�E�Z�
Z=�1�v
��"�D��M��L��23�،~�2�����"�D/א�:�
�}�-(��7K�3�;�n�S�

� �!�2� �K��F��̂א�̂�̀E� ،� ���1�F��#D̂�̀E� ،� �	I���� ��-7� ��3�	I�8�$-+אo@א��
M�
�:�$-�zא/.�m§#9(�=�-�%א�j�	��i
D�،�3�̂���D̂�§ %��§#�=�-�%6§����אD��

��.�K�3��!�2��K���;�n�S�F])[̂�7]m�E�:.��F1̂�̂�7m̂E،�x�B2�0�?�1�S/�M�,(�
x��=�3��K� �

� J� J� J� J�1]א����� �Lא�� M�1]א���א� �Lא�� M�1]א���א� �Lא�� M�1]א���א� �Lא�� Mא���WWWW����3�9��� S�NxW��!�2F��̀]D!̂=�� E� ���1�F�̀]L!̂=��E
�L���K�3�L���M�,�©?��F1̂]?�� E[�D���K�3�L���M�,��-©8�F]1_-]8KE�3�V�����+
����7

x��M+,	J�
Q¥�:�
F�W1̂�;	-��]�_-�E�[�D����3�8�Eא��S����§I%��L������	J�81%א
X�$�K�� �

� �!�2� �K��� ;�n� S�3F]�D̂�ª�E����1�F�̀L̂ª�E��L���K�� +,-.�� �!2
[�D���� 8*
ELא�� ، +�+,	JF� W]1_E]
*̂]8KE�3[א���� }-.�WF16E�F1̂�-]��E،��3�

F1̂�-
̂�]«� E�N��Fא� 0� [�D���� ،�L���� x	J� �3א81% ،� �א���] 81�� § %F��N$


@KE� �

� J� J� J� J�.	$�[�Dא��Mא����.	$�[�Dא��Mא����.	$�[�Dא��Mא����.	$�[�Dא��Mא���WWWW����}#$����Wo
������7{�.	$�[�Dא��M�#NJ{��!2
��!�2�0F]$�̂]=E�،����1�F1̂]�¬=E�،�VC+7�;�n�S�3F]$�̂]=�*̂]r�E��Z�F�r�*̂[̂��=]�1̂EK�

�KE	�E�����1�F=̂Q̀¬	c23F]=Q̀]Wא��2!�� �
�
ED���M�,�3F$̀�E
�E�L����3[�D������	J�81%א،��:�
�§M�(��L������§I%

�)���No�،�R"א M�7W�9� ��_$[E_�=א­ �8!̀]h�̂� ©=�!̂h̀א��� ©89̂!̂_2:(20)K�3�D��� M�,��#©®���Zcא�
W�B/א� �#D�� ~+,�F� W$̂�#]®�E��L���{VC+7� ;�n� S�3F� W_oא�]
]��](�̀]	]6�$̂]®�§#�



 ������ �	
��                                                                        ��
���� �������� ���)07(  

 

164 
 

3[̂§̂�]®�KE��M�,�3FW$̂�=�]̄ 3�E�L����3�81%אF1̂�=�¬̄ 3�E[�D���K��!�2����9��3F1̂�̂_7��E
}-.(��L����M�,	JF�W$̂�̂_7�KE� �

� J� J� J� J������
�:�c��3�{�3�xN°�7א�א�.+�S��aא<��א�7�M	���WWWW����8א�Mא���L(א�����א�Mא���L(א�����א�Mא���L(א�����א�Mא���L(א�x.��
2cI
��!�2F�_J)̂�][E�3$̀�J����1�¬���L���،�3VC+7�x.�F�W_E��א�-!����KEא�-#��][ �

����Mא<��א���"����Mא<��א���"����Mא<��א���"����M"���א<��א�א1%+א�א1%+א�א1%+א�§�����א1%+א	§�א�.-�	§�א�.-�	§�א�.-�	א�.-�WWWW���������B���-.א��i3
�3�W��-א��3א��Mא�
3��N7+،�א�����!±;�F�W���EF2 1EK� �

� J� J� J� J���� ��Nא�� Mא������� ��Nא�� Mא������� ��Nא�� Mא������� ��Nא�� Mא���� W� W� W� W3� �!�2�Mא<��א�S�� a+.א�� ��cא ��9���S�F��]D_--̀8	E�
� ����א�Mא��1��L]א�אM§3%،����אJ������,�� O	�E،�J	F��N̂]L-̀8א�������1 +�{�

3���� ��Nא�� Mא���� +�� �I�9א�K�3~�7=%א� k�E��� S�F� W]Q!̂]L_-��E،�3F$̂�-]��E�{
3F]$#̂]�_-]��E،�J��-א�� 81����(� k�E�%א� jc��0،����k�E�%א� jc�� M+1�� § %W�
F
@
� �L²3� ،
@
� �N$3� ،
@
� ��#$KE�� �!�23F��N̂]
*̀¬V� E�V�K��� ��,-.�
F��_-]
*̀]VE�������Nא��Mא����K� �

� J� J� J� J������(� �)�����א�Mא�-�� �)�����א�Mא�-�� �)�����א�Mא�-�� �#��+ �א����WWWW����3���Nא�Mא�-��� �I�	���V��³�}#$��<�l	,.א��:�

���،���!�2�0��!2F�-7_א���E����1א�����F�N7_א���E�5cJ�.א��Z��K� �

� J� J� J� J����Oא[� ��Nא��Mא���Oא[� ��Nא��Mא���Oא[� ��Nא��Mא���Oא[� ��Nא��Mא���WWWW����3� �!�2�Mא<��א�S�� a+.א�� ��cא ��9���S�F�̂����]SE��S�
V����� M+7F� W�̂�  BJ����]SE� ،J� 81�F�̂����]S� E+�F��N̂�̂§��¬SE3� ،�jc�� 0� ���� �7

Mא���� �!�oא��~�w[�� §V�،��m�����u	�F��Nא�E�FOא[E�� �!�oא���=�DJF�̂]�[̂��]SE���
!w[��§V�Mא��א�m���=�DJ�M�0א��אF�̂����]SKE� �



 ������ �	
��                                                                        ��
���� �������� ���)07(  

 

165 
 

�r�r�r�r� J� J� J� J���WWWWא<��א����Mא1%+א��א��9+��א<��א����Mא1%+א��א��9+��א<��א����Mא1%+א��א��9+��א<��א����Mא1%+א��א��9+ �� �� �� �
� J� J� J� Jא����[�b� 3�� ��k� Mאcא�� Mא���א[�b� 3�� ��k� Mאcא�� Mא���א[�b� 3�� ��k� Mאcא�� Mא���א[�b� 3�� ��k� Mאcא�� Mא���WWWW����� �!�2� ;�n� M�9�F]��K]?+� E�e�(� א��

F�̂�c�?3E3� ،� �!�2F]b_o]
Eא����� e�(Fn̂_2¬
E� ،� 8�E3א�FQ̂�ĉE�
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 �B�) "2010 (<� � �9:;�	 ��(�#"
  

"5$ �17. 



 ������ �	
��                                                                        ��
���� �������� ���)07( 

 

195 

íée�_<l]ð]†Îíée�_<l]ð]†Îíée�_<l]ð]†Îíée�_<l]ð]†Î< << << << <

<I<I<I<I<<<<møm<»<l]†¿Þæ<l]ð]†Îmøm<»<l]†¿Þæ<l]ð]†Îmøm<»<l]†¿Þæ<l]ð]†Îmøm<»<l]†¿Þæ<l]ð]†Îíííí<<<<<flêe†ÃÖ]<^ße�_<àÚ<”ç’Þ<flêe†ÃÖ]<^ße�_<àÚ<”ç’Þ<flêe†ÃÖ]<^ße�_<àÚ<”ç’Þ<flêe†ÃÖ]<^ße�_<àÚ<”ç’Þ

<flë†ñ]ˆ¢]<flë†ñ]ˆ¢]<flë†ñ]ˆ¢]<flë†ñ]ˆ¢]–< << << << <
�. ����� 	
�
 

 ��� 
��� ��
��  

� �

�Wא������א������א������א��������
����א��������،�����������������א�����
�،� ��!�������"#$�

�
�א
&%#א '�(� )��� �-,א+� *، W�.�/�
�א �0(� �א1�2 /��+/��� /��(/�
� �א3�2 %45
א
�א
��7א6,א+ %45
��א ،/ �89� 7�:�� �+/�
�א /��(/�
� ��/�
�א %4%5

�/)��/��א� ;
/�

</�0=�>/?�@A/5א���, /B&C��،)DEא�;�F�G��G /0&C��
��
��G��H@8א
#$%5"�א
I
J�K/����CL�M�/B8�،/N5���Fא��@O
�PMא.��;�F�G��I
Q8K� �

1LLLL� J� J� J� J����3�2�%45א
��B�M����+/�B�M����+/�B�M����+/�B�M��������������������KEKEKEKE/+����������א����א����א����א��FFFFא�1�2)��0א
�/�.�א6,א+��7א�1�2)��0א
�/�.�א6,א+��7א�1�2)��0א
�/�.�א6,א+��7א�1�2)��0א
�/�.�א6,א+��W�W�W�W�7א
�%45א3�2א
�%45א3�2א
�%45א3�2א �� �� �� �
��.#N�א��WC��$��G���(#X���#��FFFFK/�%,
�5�WEWEWEWE/�א��Y&Zא
,%�/5�K/�א��Y&Zא
,%�/5�K/�א��Y&Zא
,%�/5�K/�א��Y&Zא �� �� �� �

�����[3/\�]�^��O��%@8�_�/^5
�����[3/\�]�^��O��%@8�_�/^5
�����[3/\�]�^��O��%@8�_�/^5
�����[3/\�]�^��O��%@8�_�/^5
��������������������������������3/-.�/5
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�à/B%b

�c#Z�G��.�/5א�à/B%b
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Dialectology researches methodologies  

Aims and problems 
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 � �
This research paper aims at giving a brief idea about Dialectology as a 

concept and a science that has got a specific place in Algeria thanks to the 
different dialects and their degree of complexity that lead to specific 
language behaviour in Algeria . 

It also deals with some examples from different obstacles that are 
facing the researcher in the field of dialectology in Algeria especially: the 
problem of data collection, questionnaires 

Recordings..... 
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The Manifestation of the French “Kabyle/Arab 

Dichotomy” in English Travel Writings 

  

SEDDIKI Sadia, RICHE Bouteldja 

University Tizi-Ouzou 

 

In browsing through most of the nineteenth and early twentieth 

century’s western travelogues on Algeria one never fails to notice the 

persistent dichotomy between the Arab and the Kabyle (both male and 

female). This narrative forms a central part of western travel writing 

discourse on colonial Algerian society. The core of this narrative and 

its message centers around the depiction of the Kabyle as industrious, 

independent,  loyal, attached to his land  and amenable to civilization 

in its western form, while the Arab is lazy, despotic and antithetical to 

everything that is good and civilized. He is constantly vilified and 

presented as an eternal enemy and beyond any reform.  In this present 

paper, I shall endeavor to examine the ways in which this dichotomy, 

which was part of the French colonial discourse, was reflected and 

represented in English travel books: A Winter in Algeria (1865) of 

Mrs. Ellen Rogers, The Land of Veiled Women (1911) of John Foster 

Fraser, Through Algeria (1863) of Mabel Sharman Crawford and Last 

Winter in Algeria (1869) of Mrs. Lloyd Evans. I will also demonstrate 

how the motifs such the good Kabyle and bad Arab, which were part 

of the French colonial discourse of the time, were reproduced and 

canonized in  these travel  writings. This dichotomy is also relevant 

for women. while the Arab women’s subjugation was blamed on   

Islam, since it encourages polygamy and prescribes the veil, the 

Kabyle woman’s relative freedom   on the other hand was due to the 

Kabyles’ indifference to religion or  at best their loose religiosity. In 

fact, women’s bodies (because they covered) were seen as foils for 

modernity, civilization and freedom.  In other words, civilization in its 

western definition could not be spread and reach the masses till all the 

traditions and customs (including of course Islam) that hold these 

women back were removed and got rid of. But quite interestingly 

these pro-Kabyle feelings never materialized on the ground in any 
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pro-Kabyle legislation or measures; rather they were the very 

quintessence of “divide to rule”.  

Terminology:  

Before venturing further in our discussion of this dichotomy, a 

clarification about the use of the two terms, Kabyle and Arab, should 

be set. It should be kept in mind that the concept Kabyle was used in 

many mid-nineteenth century’s French manuscripts and Western 

travel writings to describe a population of a much broader 

geographical area than the present-day Kabylia.  In fact, as Patricia 

Lorcin (1995) indicates, it   was sometimes used to refer to all the 

Berber-speaking populations of the Algerian Tell.  But generally 

speaking, in most travel writings it was the Kabylia of the Djurdjura 

which was mostly visited and described because it was considered the 

heart of Kabylia (stretching, according to a geographical card drawn 

by the Bureau des Affaires arabes from the mouth of Isser river, south 

to Sour-el-Ghozlane, east to Sétif and north to Béjaia), and sometimes 

was used   as a   metaphor for the whole region. 

The term Arab was used either to denote the Bedouin 

populations (or tent-dwellers) or the whole Algerian Arabic speaking 

population, including city dwellers who are generally referred to as 

the Moors. In this paper, the term Arab will be used in its broader 

usage to include both the Moors and the nomads. The term Kabyles 

will designate the population of modern-day Kabylia, and more 

specifically Djurdjura mountains inhabitants. 

The Kabyle Myth : 

The Manichean depiction of Arabs as inherently bad and 

Kabyles as inherently good resulted in what is referred to by historians 

as the Kabyle Myth. Patricia Lorcin elaborates on this concept,  

The Kabyle myth was that   Kabyles were   superior to the 

Arabs; it was not that they were different, which they were. The 

French used sociological differences and religious disparities between 

the two groups to create   an image of the Kabyle which was good and 

one of the Arab which was bad, and from this, to extrapolate that the 

former was more suited to assimilation than the latter. (1995:2). 

This myth provided an ideological foundation for assimilating 

the Kabyles into French colonial society while excluding the Arabs 
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from such plans. A number of Kabyle specificities helped to create, 

nourish and sustain this myth.  The political and social organization 

(like the uniquely Kabyle Tajmaat) of the Kabyle society, the alleged 

freedom  and high status of the Kabyle woman within this society led 

the French to believe that it was better than the Arab one and closer to 

western ideals. Lorcin (Ibid, 3) maintains that the genuine religious 

differences between Arabs and Kabyles were interpreted by saying 

that these latter were indifferent to religion (thus becoming better 

candidates for conversion to Christianity) and that their society was 

inherently secular thus more akin to the French one. An important 

feature of this myth was its outright attack and negative and hostile 

stance to Islam as a religion and culture which was invariably linked 

to the Arabs, and detached, whenever possible from the Kabyles. Most 

travel writers took on this French outlook, at least partially, 

consequently in contrast to mostly positive depictions of the Kabyles 

and their culture and mode of life, their assessment of both Arab men 

and women did not deviate from the unflattering stereotypes common 

to the period. 

Alleged Christian Origins of the Kabyles:            

The Arabs were viewed as religious fanatics who manifested a 

blind obedience to their religious leaders. They accept the precepts of 

the Koran, which are immutable, without questioning. “The very 

genius of their character being radically opposed to European   

civilization”, (Evans, 1869:132) and as such they were seen as being 

beyond any improvement, at least in the foreseeable future. Georges 

Elie (in Maurice Barrès, 1923:25) claims,     

Ce qui caractérise [the Koran] c’est qu’étant immuable, elle 

s’écarte davantage de nos mœurs et  de not lois qui évoluent sans 

cesse, et les Arabes qui l’acceptent intégralement et lui sont 

servilement attachés, semblent, pour bien  longtemps encore, sinon 

pour toujours, fermés à civilisation. 

The Kabyles, on the other hand, presented better prospects and 

were regarded as amenable to the benefits of European progress. And 

as such the French believed that it   was possible to use the Kabyles as 

agents for advancing French colonial interests and implementing 

western civilization in Algeria. “[though] they are Mohammaden in 
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faith, [they are] not strict, for custom has sovereignty over the law of 

the Koran.”(John Foster Fraser, 1911:179). This alleged lukewarm 

religiosity of the Kabyles was seen as an indication of their 

convertibility to   Christianity. Converting to Christianity was the first 

step towards a successful assimilation and embracing of western 

culture and civilization. In fact the French believed that the Kabyles 

were former Christians who, the Arabs did not succeed in completely 

bringing to Islam.   

This belief reverberates , for instance,  in Mabel Sharman 

Crawford’s Through Algeria(1864)who observes  that each Kabyle 

woman she encountered “showed a small cross on cheek or forehead”, 

which was “probably a relic of the forsaken creed of their forefathers”. 

(1864:253).  Crawford even went further by in her suppositions about 

a Christian past of the Kabyles when she tracked the origin of Kabyle 

Zaouia to Christian origins   and specifically the monasteries: 

Governed and superintended by maraboos who live there at 

public cost, the Zaouia presents a strong resemblance to the ancient 

monastic institution, and may possibly indeed have originated in 

Christian times. The ascetic practices adopted by one of the religious 

orders in great Kabylia afford also a striking analogy with those that 

prevailed in amongst the Christian fanatics of an early day…the 

known  derivation of this sect from Egypt strengthens the likelihood 

of a Christian origin.(Ibid, 242-3) 

The Democratic Kabyle vs. the Despotic Arab?  

The unique political organization of the Kabyles called Tajmaat 

drew the attention and admiration of the French and westerners in 

general   and brought to their minds reminiscences and vivid images, 

no doubt, of democracy in its early stages in Greece. This system was 

consistent with their spirit of independence and love of freedom. A 

spirit so eloquently   captured by the words of the celebrated French 

essayist and politician Alexis de Tocqueville,  

[they are] as free as  the individual who  enjoys his savage 

independence  in  the heart  of the woods; men who are  neither rich  

nor poor, neither servant nor masters,  who name their own  leaders, 

and hardly notice that they  have leaders. (Quoted in Algis Valiunas’ 
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Encountering Islam in 

http://www.claremont.org/publications/crb/id.1336/article_detail.asp           

For the French, this was proof enough that the Kabyles were 

egalitarians. In his Annales Algériennes (which were first published in 

1836) French historian Pellissier de Raynaud   praised the democratic 

spirit and organization of the Kabyles which was unique and even 

superior to the French democracy. He noted that, in each Kabyle 

village, leaders were elected by every male adult and that these 

elections were held at regular intervals. Kabyle society was a strong 

confederation of tribes (each e ruled by a democratically elected 

government), and the citizens themselves were active participants in 

the running of their own affairs. They were voters, judges, councilors 

at the same time. In short this was the very personification of the 

egalitarian regime. (Lorcin, 1995:95-7). 

It was believed that, because of such striking similarities 

between the Kabyle mode of government and French republicanism, 

Kabyle absorption into French colonial society was only a matter of 

time.  Mrs. Lloyd Evans   certainly believed this when she wrote,  

[the Kabyles have  exhibited ]  wonderful powers of assimilation 

, being prepared   by the  very nature of their laws ,customs, and 

qualities ,  to  receive the higher  civilization of the European . For 

their own mode of government , handed down for  ages, which under 

certain necessary control has been left to them, is singularly like the  

French  municipal  organization of   the present day- more republican 

in  its mode  of election , but nearly identical in its functions. Each 

village has its maire, “Amin”, and its municipal council, “Djema”- 

consisting of the adult male inhabitants.(Lloyd Evans,  1868:129-30). 

While the Kabyle was thus applauded for his republican spirit 

and his compatibility with Western value system, the Arab was 

portrayed as being inherently despotic.  The Arab tribe was described 

as hierarchical with a hereditary nobility that played a crucial role in 

the running of political and social affairs. Compared to the egalitarian 

and class-free Kabyle society, the Arab one had a very distinct class-

consciousness where the nobility comprised the nobility of birth, the 

military nobility and the religious nobility. The lower classes had little 

say, if any, in the political decisions of their own tribes.  For the 
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French, the superiority of the former (Kabyle society) over the latter 

(Arab one) was one of political progression, in that the French and 

westerners in general have cast off feudalism (which the Arabs still 

embraced) and opted for a more democratic form of government (like 

the Kabyles). (Lorcin, 1995:17-68).            

English Travel writers never failed to point out to this 

opposition between the two groups. For them it was another testimony 

to the basic difference between them and the ascendancy of the 

Kabyle over the Arab, and of the fallibility   of Islam as a source of 

jurisdiction,          

The difference between the two races extends to the    

government and organization of their respective tribes. The Arab’s 

code of law, founded on the Koran, is administered by a despotic chief 

, to whom the land occupied by the tribe belongs; but the Kabyle , the 

secure possessor of the soil  he labours , is governed  by a chief , who, 

elected by universal suffrage , can be deposed, if he fail in 

administering justice  according to the traditional laws which have 

been handed down by father to son from   a remote generation. (Mabel 

Crawford, 1864:241).               

The Industrious Kabyle vs. the Lazy Arab:  

The concept of the “lazy native” is common in most 19
th

 century 

travel writings. This concept is especially apparent in the French 

relationship with the Arab population in   Algeria. French colonist 

Georges Elie speaks in these terms of the supposed laziness of the 

Arab:      

Essentiellement fataliste, l’Arabe est indolent, dépourvu de toute 

initiative, imprévoyant. A quoi bon s’agiter ? Ce qui est écrit ne doit-il 

pas s’accomplir en  dépit  de tous nos efforts ? Comptant sur la 

Providence et sur la fertilité du sol, il a le dédain de l’action ; ce qu’il 

a fait hier, il se contentera de l’accomplir demain. Son terrain est-il 

envahi par les lentisques ou les jujubiers épineux, il les respecte, les 

contourne avec sa charrue ; peu à peu la superficie utilisable   de son 

champ diminue, il n’en a cure. (Maurice Barrés, 1923 :17).  

Of the Kabyle on the other hand he says,  

Le Kabyle, au contraire, obligé d’arracher à une terre ingrate sa 

subsistance est travailleur.  L’effort ne le rebute point, non plus que la 
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médiocrité du résultat : « le piège où se prend un rouge-gorge, dit un 

des proverbes, n’a pas été tendu en vain ».il n’a pas de pente si 

abrupte qu’il ne cultive ; là où son araire biblique et ses maigres bœufs 

à l’échine de chèvre ne peuvent grimper, à genoux, péniblement, il 

gratte la terre avec un croc. Il ne laisse improductif ni une 

anfractuosité, ni un coin, ni un repli, pour peu qu’ils recèlent d’humus 

et, pour les irriguer, utilise avec une admirable ingéniosité les 

moindres filets d’eau. Il a multiplié oliviers et figuiers sur les versants 

les plus raides et les orangers sur les rives  encaissés de ses torrents.  

(Ibid. :17-8). 

The above citations summarize the French position concerning 

the economic   utility of the two groups.  The French observed a total 

lack of merchants and artisans in the Arab society. Industry was 

nonexistent, and Arabs loathed engaging in any type of manual work. 

(Lorcin, 1995: 68). The Kabyles, besides being excellent and diligent 

farmers, engaged in all sorts of crafts and trades.  They were weavers, 

jewellers, blacksmiths, gunsmith, etc.  

The Kabyle’s unwavering commitment to work as opposed to 

the innate laziness of the Arab accentuated the already strong belief of 

the fundamental differences between the two groups. Mabel Sharman 

Crawford devotes a whole chapter to contrast between them. The 

conclusion she draws is quite plain, the Kabyle and Arab are 

thoroughly dissimilar in character. While the former takes pride in his 

work, “applies himself to various branches of industry” and considers 

“idleness a shame”, the latter “looks on [labour] as   a degrading 

action and only works from the stimulus of necessity. (1863:239). 

This “proverbial industry”, to borrow an expression from Mrs. 

Evans, drew the respect of almost everyone who visited the region. 

John Foster Fraser, though he was repelled by some details of the 

Kabyle life (he calls the Kabyle “one of the dirtiest creatures on earth” 

(179:1911), could not hide his admiration for the Kabyle, for “he can 

make vegetation grow where another man could rear nothing but red 

sand and pebbles”.  He can make use of every tiny piece of land he 

has in possession, “on a patch ten yards by twelve he can grow 

vegetables for himself, his wife and several children” (Ibid, 183). 
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The categorization of the natives into useful industrious 

individuals and useless lazy others stemmed, no doubt, from economic 

motives.  While the work-shy Arab was not deemed reliable in any 

economic action, France hoped to profit from this Kabyle attachment 

to his land and work to boost and increase the riches of its colony. The 

following passage, sums up this attitude,  

 […] whereas three hectares a head are computed to support the 

Kabyle nation, the Arabs complain that the seven hectares a head 

which they possess are insufficient for their wants . Of course the 

riches and prosperity of a country are not likely to be much increased 

by the agency of such a people. (Evans, 132-3). 

Polygamy and the Seclusion of Muslim Women:  

Travellers’s entire project of addressing cultural differences   

between   the West and Islam revolves around  presentations of 

Muslim women’s veiling, polygamy and the system of segregation 

and seclusion that these women underwent.  According to Lorcin 

(1995:67) this obsession with Muslim women’s status in society and 

the issue of polygamy could be attributed to the then growing belief 

that the stage of development of any given society could be measured 

by the status its women occupied.  Polygamy was one of the criteria 

used to gauge this evolution.  While Polygamy, on the whole, was 

considered a very primitive and immoral practice which denoted an 

abhorred primitive sexual promiscuity, monogamy was considered as 

the only moral matrimonial institution.  Georges Elie (1923 :17),  

describes the Arab man as follows, “L’Arabe est presque toujours 

polygame ; seuls se contentent d’une unique  épouse les miséreux qui 

n’ont pas le moyen d’en acquérir davantage. ”  

Islam was blamed for this “abhorred” practice which kept 

women in shackles. As long as the precepts of this religion were 

strictly followed, women to were never going to considered full 

human beings, 

As long as [they] accept the Koran as a rule of faith, [they] will 

unhesitatingly acquiesce in the mutilated life to which by it [they are] 

condemned … degraded by [their] religion into a toy or slave, a toy 

and slave [they] will continue, as long as the name of Mohammed is 

reverenced by [their] race. (Crawford, 55-6).  
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The mode of dressing of the local women was also scrutinized. 

The veil, which made these women an irresistible subject of curiosity, 

also draws the   contempt of westerns as something degrading and 

humiliating for them, 

One of the most singular sights here is that of the Moslem veiled 

women, who are to be seen in every direction. They never leave their 

homes without a sort of handkerchief across the face fastened below 

the eyes, called cudjar, and a large white woollen or muslin cloak, 

which they call khaki el telhhil, veiling the entire person. The eyes and 

painted eyebrows are alone visible. (Rogers, 1865:40). 

Mabel Sharman Crawford devotes a chapter entitled The 

Moresque at Home – Her Hopeless Degradation, to the  conditions of 

the Moorish women. The chapter, as is her book, posseses   christian 

overtones  and calls upon christian rhetoric to  support and vindicate 

Muslim women’s rights.  Despite the seemingly happy lives they led , 

these confined women lacked any real enjoyment in their empty lives. 

They were also denied education which prevented them from fully 

developing their minds,  

As might be expected from her secluded life, the mature 

Moresque is in tastes and faculties but a grown-up child. The reason 

which she is barred from  exercising , remains totally undeveloped, 

and her brighted intelligence might well give rise to the idea that she 

was an irrespnsible being destitute of soul. (54). 

No wonder, then, that the   situation of the Muslim women is 

deemed quite hopeless, for in addition to her miserable life in 

complete seclusion, her morality is far from perfect. In a moralizing 

tone, so characteristic of imperial writers, Mrs. Roger declares that 

“[a]mongst the richer Moslims the degradation of the women is 

mental and moral”. (Rogers, 58). Among the poorer class the situation 

is far worse since,  

The husband lays upon the shoulders of his wife, every 

conceivable burden. As far as possible, he lives in the most perfect 

idleness, as one of the lords of creation. To the of the Arab woman it 

falls, to  till the ground , to reap the harvest , to grind the corn , to 

knead the bread .if garments are wanted , it is she who  must weave 

the cloth from the fibrous tissues of the aloe and palm. (ibid, 58-9). 
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Not everyone seems to think that Muslim men were so devoid of 

compassion and consideration though. Referring, no doubt, to the 

degrading and inhumane conditions under which women toiled in 

industrial countries, John Foster Fraser writes,  

The Moslim does not send his girl to ill-ventilated and over-

heated workrooms to become wan, crook-faced and anaemic .he never 

lets her drudge her life out behind drapery counters for miserable 

wages. He   does not turn his young wife at six o’clock on a gnawing 

winter morning to toil long hours in cotton and woollen factories.  His 

ideal of womanhood is not the same as that of a Christian; but in no 

Mohammedan countries do you see slouching, unkempt, slobbering 

mothers hanging round the shops of gin shops. (1911:45). 

In fact, it is incredible how most of these writers seem to pass 

over the unflattering conditions of Victorian women back at home. 

For whether married or not, these women were expected to be weak 

and incapable of taking decisions affecting their lives. Their personal 

property was owned by the husband. And while the Muslim woman 

had the right for divorce and inheritance, their Victorian counterparts 

were denied these rights.  Jutta Gisela Sperling (220:2010) notes that 

there were many western misunderstandings about Islam and Muslim 

women, who in many ways were enjoying more rights than their 

western counterparts. she goes on to say that, “[w]hen considering the 

clear advantages of property rights for women under Islamic law, the 

image of Muslim women in [...]     European writings were   generally 

inconsistent with the realities of most women’s lives.” 

She maintains that, in most travel writings and memoirs, 

seclusion and the veil served as signifiers of the low status of women 

even though only the very wealthy practised female seclusion and the 

full veil,  

Polygamy was [not widespread] and practiced mainly by the 

elite and the very wealthy. Only the wealthy could afford to keep the 

women in their households economically inactive, and only they could 

offer the large homes with separate family quarters to entertain their 

guests, and men not related to them could not enter.(Ibid).    

 

The Status of Kabyle Women in Society:      
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Most of these travellers commented favourably on the relative 

freedom accorded to Kabyle women and maintained that their 

circumstances and status in their households and society were far 

superior to those of their Arab sisters. While Arab women were 

“victimized” and represented as “poor veiled creatures-veiled alike in 

mind and body-[and]bound in shackles” (Rogers, 1865:58), these 

women(Kabyle) were depicted as strong, capable, autonomous and 

even having a leading role in Kabyle insurrections and the running of 

the affairs of their tribes. The heroic role that some Kabyle women, 

like Lalla Fatma N’soumer, have taken in the battlefield has won them 

the respect and admiration of the French administration. The French 

women very low profile in public life and politics, contributed, no 

doubt, to this fascination since they were unused to seeing women 

taking leading roles in traditional male domains.      

They were more fortunate than their Arab counterparts since , in 

sharp contrast with the misogynist and polygamous Arab, “[t]he 

Kabyle not infrequently contents himself with only one wife, to whom 

he is faithful and attached, and who, therefore, is considerably above 

the level of the Arab woman.” (Rogers, 1865: 41).   

In their different excursions into Kabylia, travel writers notice 

that Kabyle women did not cover their faces and had the freedom of 

movement and were not confined to the walls of their households, 

“groups of women stood gazing at us unveiled, [they were] far happier 

than [Moorish women], not mere slaves of their husbands, but on 

nearly the same social level and admitted to the companionship of the 

other sex.”(Evans, 145). Contrary to Moorish women who are 

confined to their private quarters without mixing with the other sex, 

“the Kabyle wife eats with her husband , goes unattended , with 

unveiled face,  to market, to buy and sell, and sings and dances in the 

company of his friends.”(Crawford, 241).  

Despite the rosy picture that the French and these writers tried to 

paint about Kabyle women’s reality, we should not forget that they 

had their own problems. Whereas other Muslim women were entitled 

to the right of inheritance, the Kabyle woman was deprived of this 

right in 1769 by a decree of the general assembly of the notables of 
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Kabylia. John Foster Fraser, though acknowledging some privileges 

Kabyle women had,   was not unaware of their ordeals,    

The women are unveiled, and hold a higher place than Islam 

gives to females. There is no polygamy, but the Kabyle has no 

scruples in getting rid of a woman when she is scraggy and withered 

and taking to himself another wife who is younger and plumper. 

(1913:179). 

The French hoped that women could play a role in the process 

of colonization and westernization of Algeria. Because Kabyle women 

were said to enjoy greater freedom and respect in their communities, it 

was thought “they could, by the proximity of their living habits, raise 

Arab women out of the terrible situation in which polygamy had 

placed them.”(Lorcin, 1995:66).        

Education was also seen as a key factor in the emancipation of 

these women and the progress of the natives as a whole. One of the 

first and most famous girls’ schools was Mme Allix Luce School. The 

school was opened in Algiers in 1845. Mme Allix Luce was intent on 

this project because she realized the weight women had in the success 

of any absorption of the natives into the French culture. The school 

offered French elementary education in reading, writing and 

mathematics. Lessons in Arabic, religion, sewing and embroidery 

were also offered.   Most English travellers to Algeria, especially 

women, visited her school and were profuse in their admiration for the 

work she did.  Mrs. Ellen Rogers observed that the lower class 

Moorish women walked about the street closely veiled, and the upper 

class women rarely went out except to the , cemetry or to visit friends.   

These women were held in total ignorance because of the 

religious and social tyranny. They could neither write nor read  and 

were not taught any manaul art by which they could gain their daily 

bread. So these were the unfavourable circumstances , 

Out of which Madame Luce ventured to hope she might elevate 

Moorish womanhood, to a condition approaching that of her European 

sisters. She set to work, firlmy persuaded that, until some change had 

penetrated to the inteiors of Moorish dwellings , no true amalgamation 

with the conquering race ever take place. (1865:197). 
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Not everyone seems to share Mrs. Rogers enthusiasm though. 

Rebecca Rogers reports that most Muslim families resisted sending 

their girls to a European school, consequently Mme Luce attrated 

students by offering families the sum of two francs per day. This 

meant that the survival of the school depended on the financial 

support of the government. But the government was relunctant to 

provide this support because   many adminstrators feared the Muslim 

reaction to such education would undermine French rule.  In fact 

many reports noted that Muslim families accused French schools of 

working as  recruiting boards for the colonial army or brothels (in the 

case of girls). This oppostion to the principle of  assimilation through 

Arab-French education had repercussions on this school; in 1861  the 

financial support for the school ended.   
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Subject/Object Relationships 
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The problem of the relationship between the mind and the object 

is longstanding and complex. The shift toward emphatic identification, 

in which the object contains no inherent meaning or significance other 

than that which the mind projects onto it, represents a psychological 

turn that ushers in modernism. Such standing point is characterized by 

the notion that “life can no longer have meaning; it can only produce 

meaning.”
(1) 

  

As the critic Peter McCormick points out, representation relies 

on the “problems not only with the notion of interpretation, but with 

its uses in reading history.”
(2)
 The history of modernist aesthetics, 

then, involves the complexities of the subject/object relationship, 

which constitutes the central problem of modernist aesthetic 

investigation: Whether we talk of language, pictures, ideas, or beliefs, 

every representation has two sides, one as an ordinary thing in the 

world and the other as an icon of the world.  So representations seem 

to be both inside the world and outside it. (3)    

Faced with this epistemological problem of whether the mind 

receives meaning or creates it, the modernist relationship with the 

object is complicated by the question of whether the mind and the 

object maintain an intuitive symbiotic relationship as in the 

Bergsonian notion of ‘flux’
(3)
, or whether they are irreconcilably 

separate as in the Moorean rejection of idealism. Balancing idealism 

and materialism, G.E. Moore insists that objects exist apart from our 

perception of them, but that consciousness is also a reality.
(4)
  Indeed, 

although the mind must have the external world to respond to, the 

responses are most important.  There are certain states of mind that 

take precedence and are “the raison d’être of virtue”; these, G.E. 
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Moore writes in Principia Ethica, “may be roughly described as the 

pleasures of human intercourse and the enjoyment of beautiful 

objects” (32). Moore, who is the promoter of the aesthetic vision in 

the Bloomsbury Circle, emphasizes the concept of ‘states of mind’.  

As described by John Maynard Keynes, a Bloomsbury member: 

“These states of mind were not associated with action or achievement 

or with consequences. They consisted in timeless, passionate states of 

contemplation and communion, largely unattached to ‘before’ and 

‘after’. Their value depended, in accordance with the principle of 

organic unity, on the state of affairs as a whole, which could not be 

usefully analysed into parts.”
(5)
   

The Bloomsbury critic, Roger Fry, maintains that content and 

form are intertwined and inseparable. Such position is essentially due 

to his encounter with Cézanne’s paintings. The literary critic Gillian 

Naylor describes Fry’s famous discovery of Cézanne as a ‘revelation’ 

that seems to revitalize his notion that form and content are not 

forever separated: they are interconnected. The need to ‘represent’ 

external reality as the source of internal reflection is now being 

replaced by empathetic identification in which internal reflection 

‘expresses’ external reality, opening the way for a new modernist 

abstraction:  Fry’s discovery of the significance of form enables him 

to re-evaluate his ideas about the nature of content. Content could now 

be divorced from the need to represent or symbolize appearances, and 

become an end in itself.
(6)
 There is a dialogical tension between formal 

presentation and representation itself.  

In Cézanne’s numerous paintings of inanimate objects, such as 

his series of apples, a new tension is created between representation 

and a strong sense of form as an expression of feeling.  This was a 

distinct break with impressionism and led the way toward cubism and 

other form—conscious abstract art.  Fry had experienced a series of 

setbacks in the years prior to 1910, the year of his groundbreaking 

Post-Impressionist Exhibition.  

As long as reality is valid as an artistic expression, it is as valid 

as any other ‘representation’ of reality, including the realism that has 

always been taken for granted as the only valid ‘aspect’ with which 

the artist could engage. That is, content and form are collapsed into 

one another, in an attempt to reach a purely abstract visual art.   
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In his influential book, Vision and Design (1920), Fry makes the 

case for what he calls the ‘imaginative life’ as one in which “the frame 

of the mirror, then, does to some extent turn the reflected scene from 

one that belongs to our actual life into one that belongs rather to the 

imaginative life.”
(7)
 Fry’s formalist aesthetics calls for a strict 

separation of art and life. A word of art is just a work of art. Frames 

and techniques, such as preserving the picture plane, serve to remind 

the viewer of the relationship between content and form.  Fry places 

perception between these two poles:  

 The artist’s attitude to natural form is, therefore, 

infinitely various according to the emotions he wishes 

to arouse.  He may require for his purpose the most 

complete representation of a figure, he may be 

intensely realistic, provided that his presentment, in 

spite of its closeness to natural appearance, 

disengages clearly for us the appropriate emotional 

elements.  Or he may give us the merest suggestion of 

natural forms, and rely almost entirely upon the force 

and intent of the emotional elements involved in his 

presentment.  We may, then, dispense once for all 

with the idea if likeness to Nature, of correctness or 

incorrectness as a test, and consider only whether the 

emotional elements inherent in natural form are 

adequately discovered, unless, indeed, the emotional 

idea depends at any point upon likeness, or 

completeness of representation. (37-8).  

 

Fry concludes his book,  Vision and Design , with an 

explanation of his and Clive Bell’s celebrated concept of ‘significant 

form,’ in which the modernist empathetic epistemology can clearly be 

seen: “I think we do all agree that we mean by significant form 

something other than agreeable arrangements of form, harmonious 

patterns, and the like. We feel that a work, which possesses it, is the 

outcome of an endeavour to express an idea rather than to create a 

pleasing object.  Personally, at least, I always feel that it implies the 

effort on the part of the artist to bend to our emotional understanding 
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by means of his passionate conviction some intractable material which 

is alien to our spirit.”(Vision and Design 302) 

For Fry, the central aesthetic issue, as Allen McLaurin states, is 

the “balance between representation and autonomy.”
(8)
 Perhaps the 

most often repeated distinction, Fry makes in his art criticism, is 

between what he calls ‘actual life’ and ‘imaginative life’.  Despite 

Fry’s “fondness for dualist formations, such as linear and plastic, 

order and variety, vision and design and so on,” (23) he remains 

committed to the notion that the imaginative relationship with the 

object is transcendent, and that art, whose purpose is to express an 

idea through objects, should be free from all traces of what he calls 

“associated ideas” (242) of daily experience.           

In a gesture that looks forward to the New Criticism of the 

1930’s, Fry’s aesthetics stresses the autonomy of art, not only visual 

art, but verbal art as well. In fact, Fry never fully resolved the issue of 

form versus content in visual or verbal art, despite the frequent 

associations of Bloomsbury aesthetics with the privileging of form.  

Regarding content versus form in visual art, Fry received some help 

from a friend, the French critic Charles Mauron,  

Mauron’s article “The Nature of Beauty and Literature,” 

published in 1926 is a cornerstone of the new artistic direction of Fry. 

Fry translated the article and found it enormously useful:  “It enables 

us for the first time dimly to grasp what it is of which the relations are 

felt by us when we apprehend aesthetically a work of literature.”
(9)
   

Mauron’s conception of aesthetics, in contrast to the theories of 

formalist art critics like Roger Fry and Clive Bell, returns us to the 

original Greek meaning of the word aesthesis –sense experience.  In 

Aesthetics and Psychology, Mauron reproaches Fry and other 

formalist critics for having unsuccessfully traded feeling and 

perception both rooted in human experience, for untenable 

abstractions.
(10)

 If Fry tries to evade the presence of individual 

peculiarities into his aesthetic theory, Mauron, by contrast, insists that 

such peculiarities actually define the aesthetic response.  Mauron 

maintains that art “is not the reproduction of nature but a deformation 

of nature, a kind of extract destined to bring into relief certain 

relations, which would otherwise be lost among insignificant 

detains.”
(11)
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As an extract from the larger world, art affects us only if it is 

composed and selectively arranged so as to provoke sensations and 

responses that, while vaguely familiar, nevertheless astonish us with 

their strangeness. It is unfortunate, according to Mauron, that the 

words typically used to explain art, such as ‘symmetry’ and 

‘proportion’ demand a precision that art itself consistently denies.(33)  

For, although an artist’s process of selection may resemble a 

scientist’s careful attention to detail and arrangement, Mauron claims 

that his final goals are quite different.  Unlike the scientist, the artist 

tries to transmit an infinite complexity that cannot be reduced to 

definite terms, mathematical laws or formulas: “If the aim of science 

is the creation of a formula that of art is the creation of the object” 

(34).  What differentiates definition or formula from artistic object is 

sensation: “[One] can add as many terms as one likes to a formula; it 

can never in any way attain the character of a sensation” (35).  

Dismissing formulaic definitions of art and aesthetics as having 

no more than a Platonic value, Mauron asserts that future attempts to 

discourse upon art or the theory  must take place in what he refers to 

as the ‘vital zone’: “There must be [ …] a vital zone placed between 

the Formula and the Chaos, and experience alone can fix its 

limits”(37-8). This ‘vital zone’ is a place, where impressions are 

coloured as much by sensation as by intellect. The aesthetic attitude, 

then, rests on a “curious mixture of sensation and inhibition—the first 

depending on the second for its keenness, richness, and duration” (33). 

The mind finds itself suspended “at the point where pleasure becomes 

manifest, between the stimulus and the response” (38). 

According to Mauron, then, art depends on a sensibility keenly 

aware of what he terms the “murmur of echoes” (39). Artistic 

production involves the experience of perceiving an external object or 

event while simultaneously undergoing an interior, corporeal response 

to that externality. The aesthetic response requires both an artist and a 

viewer to register not only the externality, but also the bodily events.  

It is precisely this ability that distinguishes artists from non-artists.         

Mauron provides Fry with a new term that connects inner 

qualities with outer ones in an empathetic identification that, as D. 

Dowling points out, seems “to connect shape with emotion in a more 

precise, scientific way than Bell has in his rather mystical assertion of 
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‘significant form’.”
(12)

  The trance state, a state that Mauron also 

presents as essential to the creative art, enables a moment of belief 

that is simultaneously a moment of ‘transport’. In other words, the 

trance is the vehicle by which the imagination is rendered mobile.   

Virginia Woolf’s corporeal creativity anticipates Mauron’s 

assertion that the ideal state of mind for the artist consists of a 

contemplation kinetically charged by a keen awareness of the body 

and its myriad sensations.  Between 1916 and 1920, Woolf, Fry and 

Bell (Bloomsbury members) explored the relationship of visual and 

verbal arts.  Bell’s views on significant form eventually appeared in 

his Art (1914):  

Certainly the essence of a boat is not that it conjures up 

visions of argosies with purple sails, or yet that it 

carries coal to New castle.  Imagine a boat in complete 

isolation, detach it from man and his urgent activities 

and fabulous history, what is it that remains, what is 

that to which we still react emotionally?  What be pure 

form, and that which, lying behind pure form, gives it 

its significance. (142-43)  

 

Bell’s statement reflects the Bloomsbury’s redefinition of 

‘essence’, which involves the perceptual relationship between subject 

and object.   

As the intellectual leader of the Bloomsbury, then, it was Fry 

above all whose views mattered at the time, and his sense of the 

‘internal forces’ of art (Vision and Design 9) could clearly be heard.  

There is a shift from its traditional position of idealistic universality to 

internal function that Fry calls ‘creative vision’ in which the artist 

combines inner and outer to form pattern that rely on both, but are 

‘crystallized’ in a process of empathetic identification with the 

exterior: “The artist’s main business in life […] is carried on by means 

of a kind of vision, which I will call creative vision” (51). 

Fry’s search for the most evocative term for the combination of 

sympathetic and empathetic identification that characterizes his 

understanding of Cézanne’s réalisation takes him from Bell’s 

‘significant form’ to his own ‘creative vision,’ to Mauron’s 

‘psychological volumes’.   
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Woolf develops visual aesthetics in which the empathetic 

perceptual self, consisting of the eye and memory, combines with the 

exterior to create the “inner landscape” (85). This visual aesthetics 

resides in light and its different spectrum of colours (the prism). 

Prismatic colour is the key to Woolf’s aesthetics.
(13)

 This colourism is 

seen as challenging to Fry’s and Bell’s aesthetics.   

There is a change in Fry’s conception of Post-Impressionism 

between the First (1910) and Second (1912) Post-Impressionism 

Exhibitions. In 1910, Fry saw Post-Impressionism as “colour-broad” 

(Transformations 128); in 1912, colour was replaced by Bell’s “more 

rigid doctrine of significant colour” (130). Fry does not see Post-

Impressionism as replacing Impressionism, but as learning from 

Impressionism’s romantic emphasis on a pure light. By form or 

‘design’, Post-Impressionism completes the data of sense-impressions 

or ‘vision’.  Fry’s claimed revisionism lies in his notion of ‘plastic 

colour’, the achievement of form through colour planes.  As for Bell, 

“colour is in fact form,” and it is “structural”, an androgyny of 

colourist ‘vision’ and formalist ‘design’.  

Sense-data are momentary. Each patch and arrangement of 

colour represents “any turn in the wheel of sensation” (To the 

Lighthouse 9). Fry’s mechanism is also a kind of roving camera, 

incorporating “the rhythm that obsesses the artist” (Vision and Design 

52).  A painting may group fragments of different common-sense 

objects. Fry maintains that:  

 In such a creative vision the objects as such tend to 

disappear, to lose their separate unities, and to take 

places as so many bits in the whole mosaic vision. The 

texture of the whole field of vision becomes so close that 

the coherence of the separate patches of tone and colour 

within each object is no strong than the coherence with 

every other tone and colour throughout the filed. (51-2) 

 

The frame confers the unity on the painting’s patches of colour.  

It imposes the order: “the square draws its lines round us, and here is a 

chair, a table, glasses, knives” (Collected Essays II 297); a flower 

becomes a whole when “ a ring enclosed what was the flower.”
(14)

 

Each visual patch for the artist, admits Fry, “is related to other visual 
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patches in the surrounding” (Vision and Design 52).  For Fry, the 

painting’s frame assembles patches of colour into unknown ‘objects’ 

with no name but the painting’s title.(63) Such frame pattern is a 

multiplicity that becomes unity as in Cézanne’s geometrical pattern. 

Fry writes: “The more one looks the more do these dispersed 

indications begin to play together, to compose rhythmic phrases which 

articulate the apparent confusion, till at last all seems to come together 

to the eye into an austere and impressive architectural construction, 

which is all the more moving in that it emerges from apparent chaos.” 

(Cézanne 79)  But from that interpretation to the idea that specific 

colours furnish an iconographic code is a step justified by the 

evidence.   

Fry’s theory of an art, which does not seek to imitate form, but 

to create form, not to imitate life, but to find an equivalent for life, 

becomes very significant (Vision and Design 239).  His art, then, is 

transformational. “Life is not only transformed, but effectively 

disappeared in line with the impersonalising tendency of 

modernity”(337).  

So, the aesthetics interpretation is firmly grounded in the body, 

and that images, whether represented through colours or words, are 

living forms to be savoured and appreciated not merely for the 

meaning they convey, but also for the sensations they arouse.    
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