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GEOGRAPHY OF MUSLIM WORLD
THE SUMMARY

English is the second langugage in about 35 non-Arab Muslim
countries. An English summary of this book is therefore pre-
sented in the hope that it will enable the English speaking read-
~ ers and students to have a brief account of its contents until an
English edition is available.

The main incentive behind compiling this book, Geography
of Muslim World, has been, among others, the need of the
world libraries in general and Muslim libraries in particular, for
a comprehensive and reliable reference on the topic. The Mus-
lim world has contributed singnificantly to the various spher es
of Knowledge at a time when the rest of the world was fumbling
in ignorance, injustice, and despoticism. These contributions
have been either accredited to some other communities, or
largely undérestimated out of prejudice. Few are the refer-
ences, on Muslim worid, which are void of distortion and inac-
curate data or misinformation, in addition to the unjust treat-
ment of priceless Islamic heritage. The Muslim world has an
enormous area (about 28 milion square Kilometres) and a
Population of about one fifth of the world’s total inhabitants. Its
unique strategic location, variety of regional characteristics,
products and huge natural and mineral resgurces must have a
much brighter image if these potentials are to be appropriately
presented. These points prompted me to work hard continuous
by three years and by grace of the Almighty God | have pro-
duced this volume, which, | hope will come up to the expecta-



tions of academicians, researchersm and seekers of Know-
ledge on Muslim countries

To attain proper perspective of the regional differences of the
Muslim countries, | have used the zone approach. After a
foreword shedding lights on the book as a whole, and the
favourable and unfavourable circumstances during the pro-
cess of compilation, follows an Introduction which presents
brief historical background of the 1400 years of developments
these areas have witnessed since the advent of Islam. The fac-
tors and reasons which have made Islam spread world-wide in
a record time, and the subsequent deterioration and division of
Muslim world into the Current 50 separately independent
states and domains are also included in the Introduction

The rest of the book, is grouped into seven integrated chap-

ters. The first chapter, the Natural Geography of Muslim World
is divided in three subdivisions, natural and political bound-
aries, framework, size, location of Muslim world and its
strategie significance. it also covers the topics of topographic
structure, climatic variations and changes and its effects of the
soil forests and other wild and cultivated vegetation.
The secound chapter is on the Geography of Population. in its
first three subsections, it presents data on the different races
inhabiting Muslim countries, including the non-Muslim
minorities, population growth and rates of birth and mortality as
well as distribution of population and rates of density. The
fourth section concentrates on the traditions, norms, cultural
levels and standard of health services in the Muslim com-
munities

The third chapter divided into five sections, is on agriculture,



live stock and cattle products, fishing and marine life and
forests and related industry. The probiem of desertification
which is increasingly threntening the arable iands in Muslim
areas are also disscused.

The fourth chapter, Geography of Mining and | ndustries,
focuses on the minerai resources and other raw materials pro-
ducced by Muslim world. The correlation between the mineral
industries and the overall industrial movement in Muslim world
is treated in the second part of this chapter.

Transportation and communications have been covered in
the first part of the fifth chapter. The other three parts are allo-
catedto the external trade tand use and the Prospective shape
of the economic activities in Muslim world. The economic
intergration among Muslim countries is also discussed in this
chapter. it provides geographical data and historical evidences
which must boost the process of economic integration and
show that its realisation is not very difficult.

The political situation and the accompaying developments
have much to do with economy, education, weifare and other
aspects of commercial life and national activities. The sixth
chapter is thus, allocated to the political situation and problems
facing Muslim countries is Asia and Africa.

The final chaptheris a study of the Regional Georaphy of the
Musiim area. It includes its naturai and human potentials and
Possibility of utilising them or progress and welfare of the Mus-
lim Ummah. The classical conclusion is then followed by a bib-
liography and list of supplements.

At the end of this concised account | have to express my
thanks and gratitude to the library of Islamic Development



Bank, and the Department of in Formation of the Organisation
of Islamic Conference, especially, Dr. Saleh Al-Asali, Mr Na'em
Al-Aassan, and others in acknowledgement ot the great help
which they extended to me in this work. | have also to mention
among the helpers, members of my tamily, namely my wife and
daughters, Shuheir and Samah. And last, may Allah Aliah
Almighty guide us all to the service of the Islamic cause.

Dr. A. R. Shaquliah
Makka 1405/7 /30
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