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SUMMARY

Since the second Hegira Century, Arabic grammar has known a new
method of writing which depended on brevity called « mutun », the
proponents of which intended to teach children the principles and summary
of grammar through teaching them abbreviations which they learnt by
heart. These « mutun » started in prose, then moved to poetry too, because

they are easier to memorize and open to abbreviation.

Thus, we had grammatical poems' away from the sentimental and
emotional side because they sought to comprehend the issues of grammar,
its rules and exceptions, introducing them to scholars and learners not to

literature and entertainment gatherings.

Grammatical poems continued in the following centuries and
multiplied under the Ayyoubies then the Mamluks motivated by preserving
the Arabic heritage from the disasters and catastrophes the Arab state was

subjected to, with all the signs of civilization destroyed.

These poems became courses in regular state schools. Some had luck
in promulgating and spreading so much that it overshadowed many other
important poems. Of these poems is Al-Alfiyyah written by Ibn Malik
(600-672 H.) which falls into a a thousand lines of Rajuz. It was summed
up in his great grammatical Urjuza “Al Kafiyyah Al-Shafiyah” presented to

1) Poems prolonged and shortened.



the students of Arabic with many other poems which both scholars and
learners learnt, explained and studied through the following centuries until

recently in the countries of the East and the West.

For the importance laid on Al-Alfiyyah in studying Arabic Grammar
and for the multitude of its.interpretations, we lave determined to study in
this paper methods of those interpretations elucidating its position on
syntactic difference. The title is, therefore, the interpretation of Al-
Alfiyyah, its methods and syntactic differences, depending on what is

published of Al-Alfiyyad, for most interpretations were lost over the years
which only few remained.

One method in studying the interpretations has been varied —
according to the nature of each — among statistics, classification, editing
and criticism. It has, in most of its stages — had a historical character

according to a chronological order.

The research falls into four chapters and an introduction. The
introduction was assigned to speak about Ibn Malik. It speaks about his
birth, his upbringing, his family, and his ethics. It speaks in detail about his
writings in general and about Al-Alfiyyah in particular.

Chapter one deals with the history of grammatical poems, poems and
anthologies. It, then, moves to Al-Alfiyyat which preceded Ibn Malik and
the ones which came after him. It ends with making acquaintance with Al-
Alfiyyah, explaining why there are many interpretations and making the

people who wrote them known.

The second chapter deals with the formal methods of the

interpretations, explaining their stylistic characteristics through talking



about the styles adopted, the attitudes of the interpreters from the text of
Al-Alfiyyah, in agreement and disagreement, and the sources which helped

explaining and interpreting the poem.

The third chapter deals with the attitudes of the interpretations from
controversial issues in grammar. It falls into two types: firstly,
disagreement in understanding the fundamentals of grammar, secondly:
disagreement in understanding the questions of grammar. This chapter is
the core of the research paper, since the interpretations different in dealing

with the controversial issue according to their nature and levels.

The final chapter, a special chapter about criticism and correction
talks about the viability of those interpretations in understanding the Arabic
grammar and the extend of success achieved, making clear the advantages

and disadvantages of writing and content methods.

~ As for the sources of the research, they are many, the most important
of which are what have been published of the interpretations of Al-
Alfiyyah written by Ibn Malik. Then come the great books in syntax and
morphology, many poetry books ad autobiographies, and history books of

what is written down in the sources and reference books appended in the

research.

This research has acquired a great importance for calculating the
interpretation of Al-Alfiyyah point out to its multitude, such a multitude
rarely exists for another grammar book. This motivated the reader or
researcher to refer to Al-Alfiyyah encouraging them to read, understand
and memorize it if possible, since research was restricted to some of its

interpretations and students and readers kept out away of it.



This research has had many important results which can be summed

up in the following:

1- Speaking in detail about the life of Ibn Malik examining his writings so
comprehensively that publishers could not produce hard evidence to
prove that he did not explain Al-Alfiyyah.

2-Counting the interpretations of a Al-Alfiyyah to'an extent which
surpasses all what the contemporaries have mentioned. It totaled 96

interpretations covering eight centuries in different Arab countries.

3-The cause for the existence of so many interpretations is essentially
pedagogical to meet the needs of students in regular schools that taught
a number of mutun in a variety of sciences and branches of knowledge,
then the reason became encyclopedic to meet the needs of scholars and
specialists who seek clarity and detail in explaining and exposing

matters.

4- Interpretations were, according to size, on two level: firstly, the brief
educational level; secondly: the encyclopedic academic level. Both are
interpretations of the same level, where the ability of the interpreter and
his academic level arises. The first type is characterized by the consent
and the pursuit of the composer most of the time by support, where as
the second type discusses Ibn Malik not taking everything said by him
for granted, and discussing it through other books written by him, which
were saved of ambiguity. The oppositions of both parties to the poet are
formal seeking to be detailed in exposition going one to say some aspect
that poetry fell short to achieve and mobilizing evidence and additional

examples.



The methods of the two types differed as far as the sources are
concerned; they were few in the first type and their documentation was
ignored, contrary to the second type, but both resorted to other poet’s

other writings from the total sum of the accredited sources.

5- Both parties respected the basics of grammar according to the basic
school most of the time, even thugs they were inclined to protest by
using irregular Quranic readings, some traditions, a few poems by late

poets, and some irregular acoustic statement.

6- The attitudes of interpreters on controversial issues differ from complete
abstention to brief exposition and clear circumlocution some mention
the difference without reference to whether it exists. They sometimes
talks about controversies without discussion. They resort to

preponderance at certain times in a repetitions manners.

- 7-There 1s no need for the majority of interpretation of Al-Alfiyyah
because they were repetitions on the level of exposition and examples,
even 1n most of the quoted texts and the references adopted. Most of the
interpreters borrowed the interpretations of their predecessors as what
the Ashmoti did with the interpretations of Al-Muradi. We see that one
of the pedagogical brief interpretations, like Ibn Aqil’s, meets the needs
of students. The same applies in the case of encyclopedic
interpretations, since Al-Muradi’s interpretation meets the needs of

specialists in clarifying Al-Alfiyyah.

Then i1s no need for the many interpretation because their writers
wrote them in their capacities as teachers, that is when they taught Al-

Alfiyyah at regular schools. Each one of them tried to have ago and leave
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one’s mark on an interpretation. Therefore there was no need for the many
interpretation, since Al-Alfiyyah is a pedagogical text which does not need
circumlocution. Whoever wants that can refer to books on basic grammar

and not to the interpretation of Al-Alfiyyah.

In conclusion, acknowledge that this research paper would not have
reached its results had it not been to the pursuit of my good supervision,
prof. Mustafa Jatal and Dr Abdul Rahman Darkazally. My sincere thanks

go to them for their help and hard work in supervising this research in all
its stages.



